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^ June 23,2009
^H
m VIA FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION
^ ANDREGULARMAHJNG
jj. Dominique Dilleoscger. Esq. (202) 219-3923
/—, Federal BlcctioM Cornniittiftn
m Compliints Examination ft Legal Administration
X, 999ENorUiweat

Washmgfoo.D.C 20463

Re: MUR 6152

Dear Ms. Dillemcgcr

Please be advisc4thatlamrcspoiklijig on behalf ofMai^
This may be considered our Position Statement and Answer with regard to the alyove-ffeferenced
Complaint. However, nothing contained herein shall be construed as a waiver of any defenses,
statutory OTGORuim law wfthre^ You should be
awaremat the Ctamlaint&Bngesbut stffl doesro We will
also show that die Complaint lacks merit and we wOl describe mspedficity why that is true later
in the letter. But before I get into me ftctusl response, it bLo^portant to give you some additional

PROLOGUE

hi my letter of February 18, 2009 to Jess S. Jordan, Supervisory Attorney for the
Conimissioxijouttiiied the horrific pi^ It
is because of the atrocities committed by Mushm eitrcmisti mat has provoked the support for
members of Congress who are sympathetic to the plight of our people. One prominent member is
Senator Carl Levuxme Senior Senator from Michigan. Theo&erwasJoeKnollenbergwhohad
been m me House of Repcesentatrvea.

Since my letter of February 18,2009,1 would like to describe a situation that occurred

to Warn or leave the country or be sad his family would be lolled. He begged UaaUadcers to have
sympathy becauw he had three chfldm They refused and out
offtar he and his finmry fled his home and thecounlzyiniinediately.
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tramststbenwenltotisncrtdoOT
and threat Ho again pleaded with the* radicals ta
he had SchildittiiKl did not want to leave or convert to Iilaî  They demanded, once again, and
herefused. So toeinan was forcibly seî  by his sluwkei^the^
into the room where he was beheaded in front of than.

10 These atrocities have been occurring with thfi knowledge of the Iraqi Govcmxneottnd there
<? is twarenefi by our Military. But theresolve to protect these helpless Christian brother* and sisters
H have been woefully inadequate.
un
rsj Chaldeans are a Chriitiiii people who icttled in the land now known as Iraq centuries ago.
<T Unfortunately, over the yean Chaldeans became a tiny Christian minority in a predominantly
*7 Muslim nation. As a consequence, since the War in Iraq began, Chaldeans have suffered
0 tremendously, andd^sproporticiiatdy to all c^erpeoplem They have been kidnapped, beaten,
01 tortured,imitilaledaAdniurd^red. The vast majority of Chaldeans have DOW been driven out of their
™ native homeland and disturbingly are virfaiaUy wiped out of existence in Iraq.

Hie situation is uncontrolled by the ruling parly in Iraq. The United States Government
supports the Government of Iraq, however that Country his been either unwilling or unable to
protect Chaldeans tan these horrific acts. As a consequence, the vast majority of Chaldeans have
now become refugees being scattered throughout the world, predominatdy in other middle^astern
nations. Some have even gnMppatud to the United Stalea.

This issue and the letter mat was sent was not nelly politically motivated, but dealt with
moral and humanitarian issues affecting the OinMean people. 1 have surveyed many, many
Chaldeans hare in Michigan and I have found not even one who does not support the cause of
protecting the Chaldeans in Iraq and assisting the plight of those refugees. In our United States
Government, there have been two prominent advocates - Senator Carl Tcvin and Joe Knollenberg.
These two men had been woridng tirelessly ta
people.

These two leaden in Congress have belter understood the plight of the Chaldeans in Iraq
because for almost SO yean the majority of Chaldeans outside of Iraq live in Southeast Michigan,
which was the district of Knollenberg and is covered by Senator Levin, As a result, the Chaldean
Community has been very supportive ofboth people. As I indicated earlier, these an not and have
not been political considerations. These are serious moral and ethical issues to try and avoid the
annihilatioo of the f̂ fM***1 people in Iraq.

This background is very important, and impacts the investigation by the Federal Election
Commission because it it w«U known throughout the Chaldean Community that they were better
aware of the plight of the Chaldean people and have been in me be«t position to advocate for mcir
safety. It it in mat context m which the letter uOiald^ansfbrCciigrestmanJoeKnoUenber^*wu
••̂ MAflA^written.
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FACTS

TneChargmf; Party did not adequately review the fa^ or mvcstiggtc the allegations before
she made them. This is puzzling in lig ît of the fact that it seems that the Charging Party's son is
Brant Plater. Mr. Plater appears to be a visiting Assistant Professor and staff attorney with the

IJusticeCEnvironmental Uw and JusticeClimcat Golden Gale Univem
CD nil teaching oaieer he woiked to defeat RichaidPombo(RepubUcm

2006 Congressional Election. The Charging Party** son likely drafted the Complaint and the
*-i Additional mfbrmstion. Ther^evanceisnotthestatnsofmeCliargmgPartyorherson. Whviia
m dlstuibingU thai me ft cts were not researched by me ChargmgPar^
™ is questionable, at bast

Jj* As we acknowledged previously, the letter was sent by Martin Manna. It was prepared by
jjj him, but its contents were discussed and agreed to by the people who are shown supporting the
^ candidate. Mr. Manna either called or emailed the pe<^en^ each ftniily that are identified in the

letter. Those individuals all gave consent to the letter and its contents.

Please understand, Mr. Manna is a leader of the Chaldean Community. In fact, (he people
who are identified in the letter myself, Ron ft Rita, Acho, Frank & Judy Jonna, Basil A Majida
Bacali, Robert A Vinos Kassab, Dave ft Kholoud Nona, Michael & Ntjat George, John A Carol
Loussia, Michael A Mariarm Saran, are all regarded as "leaders in the Chaldfan Community*1.
They all either hold significant positions of authority and/or responsibility or are well regarded by
the Chaldean people. In fact, many more names could have been used but the letter would have
been too long.

Further, this letter dearly identifies Mr. Manna's work address from which this letter was
stotwmttwu3(M95Neimwesternrn0^ That letter
refers to Thaldrcms for Congressman JoeKnollenberg" . That is merely a description of people who
supported die letter, not any formal or mfbrmdpciip,oxgani2ation or entity.

The list of people who were sent the letter came from a variety of sources, lucre arc a
number of lists of people of Chaldean descent Someofthc^hstscajnenTmiDTE,abni8iness
supporting the Chaldean Community, the Chaldean Ladies of Charity, the Chaldean Iraqi
Association of Michigan, the Chaldean News, the ChfhH'n American Chamber of Commerce, as
well Mother sources. None of the names or lists were paid for in any way, ahapeorfbrm.

A question mat we had researched confirms that the lists compiled by the Chaldean
American Chamber of Qnmnerccisrree to any niemberwhoisamember. The list is not sold to
anyone.

Another issue came up with regard to knowledge by the candidate or ru^comrnittae about
the contents of me letter. You should be aware that candidate was specifically advised of the
contents of the letter on at least two occasions by Martin Mama, personally, and orally approved

die letterthe letter. There was no "specific endorsement11, but dearly die letter and its contents were
f*^ hy «k» M.uKjiate gut dicreis more than just the approval by candidate.
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Because Mr. Manna had not sent suchaletterbefiwe,riewantedtobesnre that he was acting
apnropriately so he consulted with Bryce Sandier who wu a key canmaign committee member to
the candidate. Mr. Sandier was identified as the "point? person and Uaison person for the
candidate's committee. On at least two to three occasions, Mr. Manna advised Mr. Sandier of the
contents of the letter wrf •mmil whether he h^ to fist any sort of disclaimer or do anything else in

^ order to be sure that there were no issues. Mr. Sandier specifically told Mr. Manna that "there
10 would be no problem". This is something that hi crystal dear m Mr. Manna'areoillection because
<qr of its significance. TrieconvcrsationniayrjotruivebeensignificanttoMr.San^
rH have little or no recollection. But it is, and was, noteworthy for Mr. Manna. Make no mistekc, this
ui IffHBT wtf mriflnff*fl ™ifh thf rmd f ̂ te •** *** ̂ TW^f tummHtem. Otherwise, it would never
<N have been sent

T Additionally, Mr. Manna advised (he committee, through Mr. Sandier, that the letter was
° being maOed and he sent them a copy via email tnuismission on Tuesday, October 28,2008. He
00 also gave an "estimate" of the expenditure wm'<± waa beyond whalwoaco^y spent Trie estimate
^ was $2,000 but the real number is $7400630 in stamps, $40 m paper and $70 in envelopes).. My

iinderstanding is mat Mr. Manna and his wife together made donations to the candidate that are
below the threshold.

The Charging Party also raises an issue that her maiden name was used and she has not gone
byherniaid^nnametbramimberofyears. That argument ignores the reality of what occurs in our
community. Many women are known by their maiden name. This is inost especially true when a
Chaldean woman, such as the Charging Party, macries a non-Chaldean. My own daughter is known
asStephameAchobyp^lemtrieaiddeanCcmmiuuly. Virtually no one knows her married
name which is Stephanie Tartom, even though it is listed aa Stephanie Tartoni moat everywhere.
C^deaiw are luledrn directories art The feet
that the maiden name of the Charging Party was used has absolutdy irrelevance or significance
m this matter. Lastly, the Oiarging Party filed an Aniendmemonor about February 3,2009. In that
addition, she refers to individuals who are rnentkmedmme letter as bemginvolvedmap^
called the Chaldean News. Again, mere is absolutely no relevance to that observation, since the
Chaldean News was not involved in this letter.

Many of the individuals listed in the letter are involved in many organizations. For instance,
Michael J. George is one of the moat well respected and honored members of the Chaldean
Community. Mr. Georp is head of the Chaldean Federation of Anrcrica, as wdl as Mtting on the
Boards of approximately 24 different companies and organizations.

Ronald G. Acho, the writer of this Response, is also involved in several significant
organizations, both Chaldean and otherwise.

Michael Saranhas been involved in me Chaldean-Iraqi Association ofMichigan and served
as its President He is Presidem of Batik of Michigan, which has a sigu
by Chaldeans. He is also involved hi a number of Chaldean organizations. The same can be said
of everyone that approved the letter at issue.
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stated, (he Charging Poly is ill-informed and makes observations that dearly are
laterial. Her suggestion that information provided to the Community should be

fair and balanced,, as well as in compliance with Federal Election Law. As I indicated earlier, we
•re dealing with a crisis situation that our Go venmient has not addressed, nor hai the Go venmicnt
of Iraq.

Kl
UD The contents of this letter came from nunierous conversations, speeches letten, memo'c,
*r emails, and discourse tmt)ug>outlhc Children community. The topic of the violence
H and the plight of refugees has dommated our Oxnmunily over me last two yean. Thia letter was

a simple conrnimriration that has been recited in various places and by various means by many
This letter was tolly appropriate, iam violation of no 1

attack on a humanitarian efBbrt. Tlris charge should be dismissed in its entirety.

ShnniM ynii ftave any qiM t̂inmt «r ertmnignta, p1«w> Hn not heaitole to contact my office.

Thank you rot your cooperation and assistance in mis matter.

Very truly yours,

CUMMINGS, McCLOREY, DAVIS A ACHO, P.L.C.

laldG.Acho
RGA:klu
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Chaldeans for Congressman Joe Knollenberg
Dear Chaldean Community Member,

Since 1092. Congressman Joe Khdlenborg has been an advocate for the Chaldean
community.

Congressman Joe Knollenberg hat consistently been the most reliable member of Congress on
issues domestic and international of import to the Chaldean Community, On the plight of
raftigoea, he has spent countless hours working to end the diaspora of Iraqi Christiana, to sase
their suffering In foreign lands, and to help smooth the pathway for legal entrance Into the
United States.

5 Joe Is foremost among all of Congress in his successful efforts to bring federal funds to the first
Sir of tta kind in the nation Chaldean Cultural Center- a total of $400,000 over two
H years. Because of Joe's help, the center will memorialize the history of the Chaldean
in Community in Iraq and the United States and continue to tell our story for generations to come.
rM

!J Recently, Joe introduced language in the Foreign Operation Bll requesting the protection of
Q Ethno-Rellgloua Minorities and specifically Chaldeans In Iraq. Joe followed up the
6 language by helping to secure $10 million In funding for the people of Northern Iraq. This
<N $10 mllBon dollars win be spent directly on our people in the form of humanitarian assistance,

economic development and infrastructure support

Additionally, Joe serves on the newly formed Middle-East Minorities Caucus - established to
help protect the vulnsraMs minorities throughout the Middle East and spedficaly In Iraq.
At a recent congressional hearing with General Petrous and U.S. Ambassador Crocker,
Congressman Knollenberg repeatedly asked them about the plight of Iraq's Christians. His
persistent questioning put his colleagues and the Bush Administration on notice—in some cases
for the first time—es to the severity of the situation. While the hearing was nominally about the
progress of the war, Joe took the opportunity to move the bsue off Iraqi Chaldeans to the
forefront

On issues of the economy and taxes, Joe consistently supports measures designed to help
small businesses, create Jobs and reduce taxes. He has also been a strong advocate for
Detroit's auto and manufacturing industry—en area of work critical to Michigan's turnaround.

Whfca Congressman Knollenberg and his staff have been responsive and loyal friends to the
Chaldean Community at home and abroad, he more importantly has served this district, his
entire constituency and the people of the United States with honesty, integrity, patriotism and
dedication.

Congressman KnoHsnbsig is a fellow Catholic. Please Join us in casting your ballot for
( Congressman Jos Knollenberg on Tuesday, November 4*.

Thank you for supporting Congressman Joe Knollenberg,

RonftRttaAcho Basil ft MajkJa Bacall Michael A Najat George
Frank & Judy Jonna Robert & Vinos Kassab John & Carol Loussia
Martin & Tamara Manna Dave & Khobud Nona Michael * Mariann Sarafa
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